Class 3 Class Novels Rationale

	Pugs of the Frozen North – Phillip Reeve - Year 3/4

	Possibilities – an orphaned boy who is abandoned by his ‘carers’ after their ship sinks. He makes a new friend and together they begin a quest to reach The Snowfather who will grant them anything they wish. The book is full of possibilities and conquests in order to reach the Snowfather. 

Resilience -through their resilience, the children work together to overcome the various challenges they encounter along the way. Some challenges are easier than others, but they need to all their perseverance and resilience to keep going to the end. 

Spirituality – the belief that the Snowfather exists and will grant their wishes pushes them to the end of the race. 




	Edward Tulane – Kate Di Camillo - Year 3/4

	Possibilities – a toy rabbit who can see the world around him but is unable to communication or age, and can be anything his ‘owner’ decides. As time goes by, he is a boy and girl, a scarecrow and many more. We also see how his personality is shaped by his ‘owners’. 

Spirituality – Edward’s soul and beliefs go through many changes throughout the novel. We see him living rough, becoming a scarecrow and even witnessing a young owner’s death. 

Diversity – Edward goes through many changes and sometimes the indignity of being something he doesn’t want to be. From being a boy to a girl, from living in a rich household to living rough. His path from start to end has him questioning other people and the lives that they live. 



	The Boy Who Grew Dragons – Andy Shepherd - Year 3/4

	Possibilities – being born with a hole in your heart should not mean the end of living. The main character explores the ups and downs for his medical condition and how to deal with the bullies that he encounters at school. 

Spirituality – the hope that despite having a medical condition, he will overcome this through his friendship with his dragon. 

Diversity – this book show the complex diversity of a child who was born with medical needs. The challenges that poses and how he and his family have overcome them. The children also explore bullying and the need to be popular, whilst showing great resilience.




	George’s Marvellous Medicine – Roald Dahl - Year 3/4

	Possibilities – this book shows how George, who is bullied by his grandmother, overcomes her torment and constant abuse. 

Spirituality – there is hope, especially when creating his magical medicine, that something will happen on a higher plain to help George escape the situation. 

Diversity – the novel shows how life can be very different to the experiences that our children have experienced. 




	Spywatch – Derek Farmer - Year 3/4

	Possibilities – being evacuated to the countryside during WW2, these city children have a wealth of new possibilities to experience in their new homes. They need huge resilience (moving away from home and family and making new friendships) and vast amounts of reciprocity (of working together to solve the mystery) in their new surroundings. 

Spirituality – hope and belief that they can cope in their new lives whilst missing their families back in the cities. 

Diversity – the children are from different cultural backgrounds, they come together to solve a common goal. Also, whilst living in the country, their experiences of their ‘new families’ are very different for each of them. Meeting Italian military and finding German planes all adds to the wide range of diversity they encounter. 



	The Secret of Platform 13 – Eva Ibbotson - Year 3/4

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Possibilities – every nine years, for nine days, a portal opens up at Kings Cross Station that leads to a magical land of wonderful possibilities. The Queen of this magical land gives birth to a boy whose nannies take him through the portal. The boy is kidnapped and raised by Mrs Throttle. Nine years later a rescue party comes for the prince. What possibilities lie for the prince – will his birth land offer more than the one he is now?

Spirituality – The magical land has endless references to spirituality and the belief that there is a more perfect and ideal word out there. 

Diversity – the magical land is diverse with different creatures and lifeforms, from giants, mermaids, water nymphs, wizards, witches, hags and merrows. All diverse and all living together. 




