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These tasks are an extension of the tasks on the previous home learning pack.  If you are still working through the previous tasks then I would recommend completing those first before moving on.

Poetry of World War I

One of the ways that we know about World War I is through poetry written by those who lived through it.

Read the poems.  Pick out the language which gives us a glimpse as to what the writer is thinking and feeling.

Try to put them into chronological order.  Which poems do you think were written just before, during and after the war?

Which is your favourite poem?  Why?

Write a poem from the perspective of someone affected by World War I.  You could base this on the information you looked at in the previous learning pack.  You could write as a soldier, a nurse, someone working in England to keep the country going.  What do you want your poem to show?  How do you want your audience to feel about the war?

Some of the poems may be available online as audio – this might help you to get a clearer understanding of them.

If you would like to look at more World War I poetry, a good place to start is https://www.poetryfoundation.org/articles/70139/the-poetry-of-world-war-i

 
Why go to war?

You have previously worked on why the war began.  Why do you think that Britain entered the war?  What reasons might they have had to avoid the war?  Create a list of pros and cons.
I now want you to imagine that you are a local member of parliament at the outbreak of World War I.  The people of your constituency are not happy that their loved ones are being sent to war.  Write an open letter to them, which will be published in the local newspaper, explaining why Britain should be involved in this war and why you believe that we will win the war.

World War I Slide 1 and World War I Slide 3 will help with this task.

