North Duffield

Religious Education
Rationale

Religious Education (RE) makes a distinctive contribution to areas of pupil’s spiritual, moral, social, personal and cultural development. It also has an important integrity of its own and can contribute to a child’s whole development. The aim is to help pupils develop an open, sensitive and reflective approach to understanding humankind’s varied religious experiences, practices, values and beliefs, and to help them relate these to basic questions of everyday life. Children are educated to understand both themselves as individual humans as well as the variety of beliefs and lifestyles within local, national and global communities. At North Duffield Primary School, RE is taught using the questions and statements recommended by North Yorkshire County Council agreed Religious Education Syllabus. 
Aims and purposes:

Principal aim 

The principal aim of RE is to engage pupils in a systematic enquiry of significant human questions, which religion and worldviews address. Answering these questions fosters a sense of empathy, tolerance and resilience which allows our children to become full and active members of their local communities, as well as part of the national and global society. It supports children to develop the understanding and skills needed to appreciate and appraise varied responses, encouraging them also develop responses of their own. Children are enabled to acquire knowledge and understanding of the Christian faith as well as other religious and non-religious views, practiced in Great Britain. 
We aim to provide opportunities for children to:
· Develop their knowledge and understanding of , and their ability to respond to, Christianity and other principal religions represented in Great Britain;

· Explore issues within and between faiths to help them understand and respect different religions, beliefs values and traditions (including ethical life stories), and understand the influence of these on individuals, societies, communities and cultures;

· Consider questions of meaning and purpose of life;

· Learn about religious and ethical teaching, enabling them to make reasoned and informed judgements on religious and moral issues;

· Develop their sense of identity and belonging, preparing them for life as citizens in a plural society;

· Develop enquiry and response skills through the use of distinctive language, listening and empathy;

· Reflect on, analyse and evaluate their beliefs, values and practices and communicate their own ideas and responses;
· Promotes and supports the teaching of other curriculum areas, including the work of British values, throughout school;
Time allocation:

· Children at KS1: 36 hours of tuition per year (e.g. an hour a week, or less than an hour a week plus a series of RE days)
· Children at KS2: 45 hours of tuition per year (e.g. an hour a week, or a series of RE days or weeks amounting to 45+ hours of RE)  
Content:

· The RE curriculum meets the minimum statutory requirements for the subject and takes account of the National Curriculum and the North Yorkshire Guidelines;

· The syllabus will be taught through developing children’s skills of exploration, analysis and reflection, in such a way as to help them develop a sensitive understanding of the faith traditions they study.
· There is a two yearly cycle of study, and a yearly long term plan for the school is followed. 
· Each class establishes a safe, open and positive learning environment based on 

Withdrawal:

Pupils may be withdrawn from Religious Education lessons, if requested by parents. Teachers also have the right to withdraw from the teaching of RE.

Monitoring and Assessment:

· Religious Education lessons reflect other whole school policy statements, including equal opportunities, behaviour and assessment;

· Children’s personal values and beliefs must be respected. Assessment is not an assessment of those views, values and beliefs per se, but rather an assessment of how deeply and reflectively the children have considered the question raised, the clarity of the responses they have made and the attitude shown towards beliefs, values and experiences of others. 

· Formative assessment is mostly carried out informally by teachers in the course of their teaching.

·    Teachers provide a summative assessment of each child’s achievement in history at the end of each academic year. This assessment can be found in the annual report for parents.

·   Teachers assess the children against the objective outcome relevant for that unit, at the end of each unit (generally every half term). 
The Role of the RE Co-ordinator

· 
Take the lead in policy development and review, including the continuing successful
implementation of the new RE curriculum.

· Ensure progression and continuity

·     Support colleagues in the development of weekly plans from schemes of work.

· 
Keep up-to-date on local and national initiatives and disseminate information.

· 
Take responsibility for the purchase and organisation of RE resources.

·    Encourage the professional development of staff.
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The central purpose of RE teaching at North Duffield is to understand both ourselves as individual humans as well as the variety of beliefs and lifestyles within local, national and global communities. 

We achieve this by asking fundamental questions such as; 

Who am I? 

How can I know what is true? 

Where have I come from?

How can I work out what is right and wrong? 

Answering these questions fosters a sense of empathy, tolerance and resilience which allows our children to become full and active members of their local communities, national and global society.

