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Source Primary or 
secondary?

What kind of information can we find out 
from this source?

Portrait of Sir 
Francis Drake, 1580

Inventory of 
possessions, 1698

TV interview with 
Tony Blair on 

election night, 1997

Letter from Queen 
Victoria to the Duke 
of Wellington, 1851

Magazine article 
about Charles I, 
written  2010

Biography of 
Mozart, published 

2006

“The Vikings” 
textbook, published 

1992

Autobiography of 
Mahatma Gandhi, 

1920s

Vintage 1950s 
cotton dress

Ancient Greek vase, 
c. 520 BC

Pride and Prejudice, 
novel written 1797

Birth certificate of 
Barack Obama, 

1961 
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How many different sources of information can you think of 
that would help you find out about life in Britain since 1948?  
Complete the word wall with both primary and secondary 

sources of information. 

 birth certificates

biographies

photographs
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Portrait of Sir Francis Drake, 1580 Inventory of possessions, 1698

Letter from Queen Victoria to the Duke of 
Wellington, 1851

TV interview with Tony Blair on election night, 1997
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Biography of Mozart, published 2006

Autobiography of Mahatma Gandhi, 
1920s

M
agazine article about Charles I, w

ritten  2010

“The Vikings” textbook, published 1992
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Ancient Greek vase, c. 520 BC

Birth certificate of Barack Obama, 1961 Pride and Prejudice, novel written 1797

Vintage 1950s cotton dress
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What sources of information could you use to find out about 
the wedding of Prince Charles and Lady Diana in 1981?

What sources of information could you use to find out about 
the wedding of Henry VIII and Anne Boleyn in 1533?

What sources of information could you use to find out about 
sports in ancient Greece?
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What sources of information could you use to find out about 
the Olympics of 1996?

What sources of information could you use to find out about 
fashion in Victorian Britain from 1837-1901?

What sources of information could you use to find out about 
evacuees in World War II from 1939-1944?


