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Geography Progression Framework 

Key Points

Please remember that Geography is taught on a 2-year rolling programme.  This will need to be considered when teaching split year group classes and should form part of the spaced repetition element of lessons ( see planning).


It is essential that children are taught how to describe and compare places using geographical vocabulary and reasoning.  This should inform teaching & learning, especially where children may not have previously developed these skills.

Where children are given the opportunity to express opinions on a location, they should be backing up their thoughts with geographical evidence (this is likely to require focussed teaching at least initially).  This should also be used as an opportunity to dispel misconceptions about places and people as well as challenging harmful stereotypes.






	STRAND 
	Foundation Stage 
	Year 1 
	Year 2 
	Year 3 
	Year 4 
	Year 5 
	Year 6 

	Location Knowledge 
	 
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	

	Map and atlas work 
	Know that a map is a picture of a place, usually from above  
Know how to 
identify familiar places on a map e.g. school, home, post office 
  
	Know that there are different types of maps including digital & paper, small area & large area 
Know that maps can be used to find the location of places.  
Know how to use a map to locate some places in the local area 
Know how to use a map to find York, the 4 countries of the UK & the surrounding seas 
Know that a map can be used to plan a route to a particular location  
Know how to use a map to plan a route 
	Know that maps are 2D and globes are 3D 
Know how to use a map and globe to identify places in the UK and wider world including the oceans, continents, equator and poles  
Know that some maps use symbols 
 
	Know that specific symbols are used on an OS map to identify features, including topographical features  
Know how to read an 
OS map, understanding what the basic symbols represent 
Know that maps show settlement patterns  
Know how to locate urban and rural areas as well as physical and 
human features on a map 
 
	Know that maps show settlement patterns and their key features 
Know how to use a map to locate different types of settlement from hamlets to cities 
Know how to identify waterways on a map   
Know that maps can be used to compare change over time 
Know how settlements and land use have changed over time using maps as evidence  
 
 
	Know that maps show us the size and location of different 
places & the distance between them 
Know how to use a map to find out more about a place 
Know that maps have a scale and use symbols and colours to represent things  
Know how to use maps to identify and describe how places have changed over time 
 
	Know that maps show us geographical significant features such as the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, northern & southern hemisphere, latitude, longitude & prime meridian 
Know how to compare map scales   
Know that map scale is the ratio of a distance on Earth compared to the same distance on a map 
Know how to use maps to compare the similarities and differences between 2 places 
Know that maps are updated as places change over time 



	
	
	
	
	
	 
  
 
	
	Know how places have changed over time and describe these changes using maps as evidence  

	Compass and grid references 
	Know that we can use words to describe where things are  
Know how to use basic positional language to describe the location of things (behind, next to, in front of) 
	Know that we can use locational & direction language [near and far; left and right], to describe where things are 
Know how to describe the location of features using locational & directional language  
 
	Know that there are 4 compass points – N,S,E,W 
Know where N S E and W are on a compass 
Know how to use the 4 compass points to describe the location of places/features 
	Know that there are 8 compass points – 
N,S,E,W,NE,NW,SE,SW 
Know how to describe the location of one 
place in relation to another using compass points 
Know that we can use two figure grid references to identify the location of a 
place/feature on a map 
Know how to identify the 2 figure grid reference for a place/ feature 
Know how to find a place or feature using 
a 2 figure grid reference 



	Know that we can use 4 figure grid references to identify the location of a place/feature on a map 
Know how to 
identify the 4 figure grid reference for a place/feature 
Know how to find a place or feature using a 4 figure grid reference 
Know how to describe the location of a place/feature using compass points or grid references 
	Know that we can use 4 & 6-figure grid references to identify the location of a place/feature on a map 
Know how to identify the 4 and 6 figure grid reference for a place/feature 
Know how to find a place or feature using a 4 and 6 figure grid reference.  
Know how to describe the location of a place/feature using grid references. 
	Know that we can use 6figure grid references to describe the location of a place or feature 
Know that we can use the 8 compass points to describe the location of one place in relation to another or to describe the direction of movement on a journey  
 
 



	Human and 
Physical 
Geography 
	Know that there are different features in the school grounds and local area 
Know the name of features in the school grounds 
Know that buildings have a use 
Know how to name and describe the features they see 
	Know that physical features are natural 
Know that human 
features are man made 
Know how to describe the local area talking about physical and human features 
 
	Know that landscapes differ between places 
Know how to describe the local landscape 
Know how to find out about the landscape of an area in a different country (Calabar in Nigeria)  
Know how to describe & compare 2 places 

Know that there are different weather patterns in different parts of the world with a focus on the equator and poles 
Know how to measure the local weather (wind, 
temperature and 
rain) 
Know how to describe the UK weather 

Know how to find out about weather 
in different countries and compare it to our 
own
	Know that places have human and physical features 
Know that urban areas have more human features and rural areas have more physical features  
Know how to use geographical language to describe a place 
Know how to compare two places noting the similarities and differences  
Know that places have changed over time 
Know that many cities in the UK and wider world are situated by waterways 
Know how humans use rivers and why settlements grew up around waterways 
Know how to describe the water cycle (Link with science) 
Know the features of a volcano 
	Know that rural and urban areas have different features 
Know how rural and urban areas differ and describe these differences using geographical language 
Know that places have changed over time 
Know how people and processes have led to changes over time 
Know how settlements grew up around waterway and explain the reasons for this 
Know how to describe the water cycle (Link with science) 
Know that volcanoes exist around the world 
Know the features of a volcano and describe them 
	Know that there are links and interactions between people, places and environments 
Know how to identify and explain the links and interactions between people, places and environments using geographical language  
Know that humans have both improved and damaged the environment 
Know how to describe earthquakes and where they occur in the world 
 
 
	Know that there are links and interactions between people, places and environments 
Know how physical features affect the human activity in an area 
Know how humans have impacted different areas and environments 
Know what changes people can make to reduce their impact on the environment 
Know how the San 
Andreas Fault is linked to earthquakes 



	Fieldwork and communicating geographically 
	Know that different parts of the school are used for different activities 
Know how to describe what they see in a school grounds 
Know that there are different features in the local area  
Know how to name and describe places in the local area 
Know what weather is 
Know that weather 
	Know that you can use different sources to find out about a local area – Google Maps/Digimaps/firsthand observation 
Know how to 
identify buildings, roads, schools on a map  
Know how to ask and answer geographical questions e.g. what types of buildings are there? What human and physical features are there?  
Know how to record my findings e.g. using a tally chart 
Know how to present and describe their findings 
Know how to use maps, photographs 
	Know that we can find out about an unfamiliar place using a wide range of sources 
Know how to use maps & photographs to find out about and then describe familiar and unfamiliar places  
Know how to compare two different environments 
Know that weather is made up of several components inc temperature, rain and wind 
Know how to measure rainfall, wind direction and temperature using 
	Know that rural and urban areas are different 
Know how to distinguish between rural and urban areas on a map and through observations (in person or using photographs/videos) 
Know how to observe and record the human and physical features seen in a particular area 
Know how to compare the geographical features in 2 different locations 
Know how to present their findings 
Know how to use a map and compass to locate places in the 
	Know that rural and urban areas have different features 
Know how to observe and record the physical and human features in an area 
Know how to compare and explain the physical and human features in 
different environments 
Know how to use a map and compass to give and follow directions to find particular places in the school grounds and the local area  
 
 
	Know that geographers record and measure human and physical features as well as change over time 
Know how to use a range of methods to record geographical features and patterns e.g. sketch maps, plans, graphs, 
and digital technologies. 
Know that humans impact the environment and cause changes over time 
Know how to identify environmental change and the causes  
Know how we can reduce our negative 
	Know that geographers must record and 
measure human and physical features accurately over time 
Know how to use a range of skills to observe, record, analyse, interpret and present data collected from fieldwork observations, measurements and recordings 
Know how to find out about changes over time 
Know how and why changes have occurred over time 
Know how negative changes can be reduced or reversed  
Know how to identify the different features of a river on a map, 



	
	changes during the year 
Know how to describe the daily weather 
Know how the 
school grounds change during the seasons 
	& personal experience to describe a place, including the local area & their journey to school 
Know that the weather changes through seasons 
Know how to describe the daily weather 
	the correct instruments 
Know how to keep a weekly weather chart based on first-hand observation  
Know how to find out about weather 
in different countries and compare the seasonal and daily weather patterns 
	school grounds and local area 
 
	
	impact on the environment 
Know what positive action we can take to improve the environment 
Know how to identify the different features of a river on a map 
Know how to draw a 
basic field sketch of a river 
Know how to explore human impact on the river and change over time. 
	including noticing change over time  
Draw a basic field sketch of a river focussing on the key geographical features  
Know how to observe and measure river flow  
Know how to find out what impacts river flow 

	Drawing Maps 
	Know that a map is a picture of a place 
Know how to draw a map of a real or imaginary place 
	Know that a place can be represented by drawing a map. 
Know that places/ features need to be in the correct position.  
Know how to represent a real or imagined place by drawing a map  
	Know that maps use symbols to represent features.  
Know that maps may use a key to show what symbols represent 
Know how to draw a simple map of an area using symbols and a key 
	Know that specific symbols are used on an OS map to identify features  
Know that places on a map should be in the correct position because they are used by people to plan journeys 
Know how to create a map of a place or route with features in the correct order/position  
	Know that specific symbols are used on OS maps  
Know how to create a map of an area using OS symbols 
	Know that maps show us the size and location of different places and the distance between them. 
Know that maps have a scale and use symbols and colours to represent things.  
Know how to draw a map accurately showing the location of different features 
	Know that maps have a scale 
Know that maps need to be accurate because people use maps to plan journeys and they are a record of a place at a particular time.  
Know how to draw an accurate map of a place 
 


 
	Vocabulary 
	North Duffield 
Primary 
School, 
North Duffield 
Street, 
Kenya, 
Africa, 
Arctic, 
Antarctic 
 
Weather, 
Seasons, 
Spring, 
Summer, 
Autumn, 
Winter,  
 
Map,  
 
House, 
Road, Shop, 
School 
 
Behind, Next to, In front of 
	England, United 
Kingdom, Scotland, 
Wales, Northern 
Island, North Sea, 
English Channel, Irish 
Sea, London, Cardiff, 
Edinburgh, Belfast, 
 
Weather patterns,  
 
Journey 
 
Physical features, 
Human features, 
Beach, Forest, Hill, 
Sea, Soil, Town, Factory, Office, River, Mountain. 
 
Near, far, left, right, 
 
Bungalow, Terraced, 
Semi-detached, 
Detached house, 
	Continents, Europe, 
Asia, Africa, 
Antarctica, South 
America, North 
America, Oceania, 
Oceans, Pacific, 
Atlantic, Arctic, 
Indian, Southern, 
Equator, North and 
South poles, 
Nigeria 
 
Globe 
Map Key, symbols 
 
Landscape, Cliff, Coast, Mountain range, Valley, Vegetation, City, 
Town, Village, Port, 
Harbour, 
 
North, South, East, 
West,  
 
Meteorology 
Temperature 
 
	, North Yorkshire, Italy/Austria, Russia, 
Europe, Rome, York, Peak District 
 
Base, Ridge, Peak, Summit, Volcano   Active volcano, Dormant volcano, Extinct volcano, Volcanic Eruption, Eruption Cloud, Volcanic Ash, Magma, Lava, Magma chamber,  
Vent, Crater, Altitude 
 
Ordinance survey, Grid references 
Cartography,  
 
River source, River mouth, Water cycle, Evaporation, Condensation, Precipitation, Run-off, Ground water. 
 
Rural, Urban, City, Town, Village, Hamlet. 
 
Northwest, Northeast, Southwest, Southeast, Grid references 
	North America, South America, Windrush, 
Jamaica, Mexico, Central America, 
  
Latitude, Longitude,  
Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere,  
Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn,  
Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich 
Meridian and Time zones 
 
Earthquake, Earth crust, Tectonic plates, 
Epicenter, Magnitude, The Richter Scale 
 
Biome, Climate, Climate Change, Climate zones, 
 
Tributary, Meander, Ox-bow Lake 
 
Map scale 
 
Economy, Economic Activity, Fossil fuels, 
Renewable Energy, Sustainable 
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